In this issue’s Uchites, we look at common Russian idioms and the challenges of
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franslating them into English. Uchites was prepared by Yuliya Ballou, a Russian
language teacher for over 10 years. She was bom and raised in Russia, but now
lives in Vermont.

[depmxnre ceéd B pykax!

«YEPT HOTY CIIOMHUT»2, HOKA Pa3bepélbest ¢ 3TUMK (ppaseonoruMamu!

Read the text, underlining and looking up any unfamiliar words. Then read
the list of English idioms and phrases on the right, and, during a second
reading of the text, indicate the number of the noted Russian idiom that
best matches each English item.

Hpoqmitme mexkcm, 6bt0€./lf'£ﬂ Hea‘HaICO'.Mble Bawm C./lOGd 3améM l’lpO‘t}’nI:tme
CRUCOK AH2AUIICKUX cj)paseoxlozusmoe (uduom) u ppas, yKazaHHvlLx

cnpaea Tenepb MEDNEHHO npottmume mexkcm ewyé pas. HpOHyMepyume
aHaﬂuucr{ue 3K6u6(l./leHmbt cj)paseoxzozua/woe uCI’ZO./lb306(,1HHblx 8 meiccme

IpencraspTe ce66: Bl MO yIu BAIOGHINCE,? a eI U ¢ IEPBOTO
B3rszal4

BbI COBCEM MOTEPSIIN TONOBYS M CHIATE KAaK HAa MTONKAX,S OXKHUas
COOGLIEHNS B MECCEHIIKEPE M TelepOHHOTO 3BOHKA. BBl COBEpLIEHHO
NOTepsIM TIOKO#, coH 1 anmetut!” Ha pa6oTe 1 1oMa Bbl nocTosHHO
BHTAaeTe B 00JIaKax,3 J13'1Maﬂ 0 Heil...

Bamm konneru u npy3bﬂ yMa He IPUIIOXaT,® 4To ¢ Bamu HpOI/ICXOJII/IT
Mocne pa60T1>1 Ber cpa3y, CIIOMSI FONIOBY, MUHATECH!0 IIOMOI/I Ha BBIXOfIHEIX
Bl Bcé BpéMst cupiTe ):[OMa 11 y1o Ha Bac coBcéM He oxoxe.!2 Bam He
XOUETCS HA C KEM JICIII/ITI)CH TEM, 9TO BaM KTO-TO BCpr)KI/IJI roJoBy.13
HoaTOMy BbI BceM BEIIaeTe JIAMIy Ha yum'4 u FOBOpI/ITC yTo y Bac B
SKU3HH, HaBepHoe, HaCTan/UIa 4€pHas moJoca, !5 Wi, MOXKeT GbITh, BbI
BCTAJIM He C TOil HOTH!S, 1 Tenéph y Bac Beé uaéT Hanepekocsik.!?

A Ha caMoM Ji€ne Bl pOCTO-HANPOCTO BIFOOUINCH KAaK MaTb4mIIKa! s
BbI HUKAK He MOXeTe BRIGPOCHTH MBICITH 06 3TOH AEBYIIKE U3 TOJOBBL. L
Kynia 661 Bol Hu riistRyd, TaThsiHA CTOMT Y Bac MEPEN raa3amMm.20

B! He HaxOAuTE ce6é MécTa 0T2! HeonpenenéunocT: «JIro6ut? He
nro6ut? JIfo6ur? He mo6ut?» Ho poMalek paHHei BECHOM THEM C OTHEM
HE HalTH. 22

COBEPILEHHO CTYYANHHO BRISCHAIOCH, YTO He BbI OIH HEPOBHO JIBIIIATE
o oTHOmEHMIO K23 Tathsine. OKazpIBaeTcs, Barll cocéy o mofbEsmy
TOXE B3nLIxéeT 1024 Toil e FoHOIt 0cO6e, uTo 1 Bbl! «Kakoi Kommap!», -
HOHa‘IaJIy noxymaiu Ber. U yké 6BII0 Peliay MOMIAKaThCs B SKANETKY2S
CBOEMY JIytImeMy npyry Bacummto.

Ho, k cuactsio, Bam npmuno B ronmay,26 qTO eme He BcE HOTeps{H027
HEuero BemaTh Hoc!28 Benp Hep3s Ke CI/IIIeTB 7 K7aTh y Mop;{ TOTOfBI. 29

Bu1 B3simu ce6sl B pykn.30 «KTo He PUCKYET, TOT HE MBET
mamMnanckoro!»3! — mpo ce6s ckazanu32 Brl. Hactpoenue y Bac
MofHsANOCK.33 BaMm mokaszanock, 4to Bam MOpe Mo KonéHo!34 Bel Hu Kammm3s
HE BOJHOBAJINCH, KOTJ1A TIO3BOHIIN TaThsiHe U IPHUIIIACKIIA €€ HA CBUJIAHIE.
Yepes yac Bl ¢ TaThsiHOM YK€ TyJsinu 1o BeuépHemy [leTep6ypry u,
MOXO3Ke, 06a GBI Ha CETBMOM HEGE OT cuacThs!36
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Enter the number of the noted idiom in the story at left next to
the phrase below that offers the best general translation.

__ tostayathome

____ tolong for

__ Nothing ventured, nothing gained.
__ hardto figure out

__ toget(thoughts) out of (your) mind
__ tolose one’s poise, common sense
__ tobe going through a rough patch
_ tolose one’s peace/ sleep/ appetite
___ tocontrol oneself

_ tohavenoidea

__ down, but not out; it ain’t over till it's over
__ tosweep someone off their feet
___ tofallinlove at first sight

to get up on the wrong side of the bed
to fall head over heels in love with someone
to fall hard for someone

__ thatisn'tlike you at all

__ tobeonone’smind

__ tobe (have one’s head) in the clouds

__ youare adaredevil / have no fear

__ tokeep one's chin up, to not get down in the mouth
__ tobeonpinsand needles

__ tobe beside oneself with worry

everything is going wrong/haywire
mood got better
nowhere to be found/ impossible to get

to pull wool over one’s eyes
to pull yourself together, to get your act together

(to be) on cloud nine/ over the moon

__ dawned on someone, occurred
__ torace/ run at breakneck speed
_ towaitforthe grass to grow
_ notahtt

__ tocryonone'sshoulder

to think to oneself
to have a little thing for someone
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